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Journalism 231
Section 100; Index 2367 
Summer 2011
Class: Monday through Thursdays from 9:10 to 11:30 p.m. in Scripps 211

Professor Hans K. Meyer
0. E-mail: meyerh@ohio.edu
0. Phone: (740) 597-3084
0. Office: Scripps Hall 206
0. Office Hours: T, TH from 1 to 3 p.m. or by appointment

Course Overview:
	The media landscape is rapidly changing, and everyone is scrambling to keep up. Traditional media outlets, such as newspapers and televisions stations, have switched much of their focus to the Internet. Online, they compete against upstart bloggers and citizen journalists who have created their own outlets and their own brand of news.
	Even as the media and the writers have changed, the content of a good news story hasn’t. In fact, one of the goals of this course is to help students realize that strong news writing skills can translate to any medium. First, we need to learn the basics. Next, we’ll focus on applying these basic tools to different media. Finally, we’ll start expanding on the basics to make news writing better accomplish its objectives. 

Course Learning Outcomes
At the end of this course, students should be able to do the following:
1. Define news
1. Understand how this definition applies across different media, especially online.
1. Identify the basic elements of a news story, including the who, what, where, when, why, how and what’s next
1. Distill a story or event into its most important elements
1. Write news stories using the basic forms, such as the inverted pyramid with a summary lead
1. Shoot and edit short videos
1. Understand how news writing skills apply across platforms, including in video, audio, pictures
1. Use online tools, such as video, hypertext, images, and graphics to tell news stories and convey information effectively.

Required Texts
1. The Associated Press Stylebook
You can purchase this online or in the bookstore.
1. A good dictionary

Required Equipment
	During the quarter students will complete at least two video assignments. The J school will supply the cameras and lab computers for editing. Students, however, will need to buy the following:
1. An SD memory card (at least 2 GB, but 8 GB recommended)
1. An SD card reader. Bring it to class on video editing days.

Course Expectations
	The main focus of this class is writing as the title implies, and we will try to mix in-class and outside of class projects to ensure students understand the writing concepts and feel confident applying them. So much of the coursework will be completed in class that the attendance is mandatory.

Attendance Policy
	Students are expected to attend class regularly and on time, to participate in class discussions, and to complete reading assignments prior to class. Plan to stay for the entire 2 ½ hours. Attendance will be taken through in-class writing exercises, pop quizzes or presentations. If you miss class, you miss the points. You will not be allowed to make-up the in-class exercises, unless you missed class because of a death in the family, a university-approved activity or a physician said you were too ill to attend class. All three instances require some form of documentation.

Course Activities
	Grades in the class will come from the following activities:
1. In-class writing assignments: We have so much to cover in a short time, but we have a lot of time together in class. Students will complete five in-class exercises that will each be worth 25 points each. The goal is to learn together. They will NOT be graded, students will get full credit for the assignment. I’ve listed them on the schedule, so please make sure you attend those days. If you cannot attend the day the assignment is given, contact the instructor, and you can complete the assignment on your own, but you must turn it in BEFORE it is given in class.
1. Editor Memos: These are two simple assignments that will ask students to list for the instructor potential topics for their news reports and group projects. For the beat memo, students need to list at least five stories they could potentially write in the five weeks of summer quarter. These ideas can include events to cover, profiles, meetings, or topic-based features. At least one has to What is required is a brief explanation of the topic and at least three sources you plan to contact. I will give you feedback. They will each be worth 50 and 25 points respectively.
1. News Analysis: Once during the semester, each student will lead the class in a 10-minute discussion about a news story. The student will select the story at least two days before he or she is to present and will post a link on the class discussion board on Blackboard. During class, the student will dissect the story for how it relates to the concepts the class covers, such as the lead, the news content, and the writing or presentation style. The instructor will hand out a rubric that will describe how this presentation will be graded. It will be worth 75 points. If the student fails to post the story to the discussion board at least 12 hours before class, he or she will receive an automatic 10-point deduction.
1. News Reports: Starting the second week of class, each student will be required to hand in one news story with a multimedia element. The news stories will come from the beat memo the student created in the first week of class. These stories can be events the student covered, breaking news items or news features. Each must have at least three people quoted as sources. Rough drafts of the stories will be due at the start of the class on Thurdays. During class time, students will meet with the instructor to discuss their stories. They can also use class time to edit their multimedia elements, such as a short video, a photo slide show with audio, or a graphic. It must also include at least three hyperlinks. Students will enter all of their stories on the class’ site hanskmeyer.com/ouonline. All sources used in the story must also have links, such as an e-mail address, a personal Web site or a Twitter feed.
1. Final Team Project: The last week of class, students will work with a partner to write and report a larger news story. This group project will also give students some experience working with multimedia. A 60-second video is required for this project. Teams will also have to provide at least five hyperlinks with the 500-word story. All sources used must also have links, such as an e-mail address, a personal Web site or a Twitter feed.

The following is a point breakdown of all the assignments for the class.	
	
	Projects
	Description
	Requirements
	Points
	Total Points

	In-class exercises 
	
	
	
	275

	
	News values
	
	25
	

	
	AP Style
	
	25
	

	
	Interviewing
	
	25
	

	
	Ledes 
	
	25
	

	
	Inverted Pyramid
	
	25
	

	
	Inverted Pyramid 2
	
	25
	

	
	Event coverage
	
	25
	

	
	Nut Graphs
	
	25
	

	
	Anecdotes
	
	25
	

	
	Photo slideshows
	
	25
	

	
	Video Basics
	
	25
	

	News Reports
	
	
	
	375

	
	Story (x3)
	(250 words, at least 3 sources)
	75
	

	
	Links
	
	25
	

	
	Multimedia
	
	25
	

	Final Report
	
	
	
	200

	
	Main Story
	(500 words, 4 sources)
	100
	

	
	Video
	(60 seconds)
	75
	

	
	Links
	
	25
	

	News Analysis
	
	
	
	75

	Beat Memo 
	
	
	
	50

	Budget Participation
	
	
	
	25

	
	Total
	
	
	1,000




Course Policies
1. Class time: We’ve already discussed attendance, but showing up isn’t enough. Please participate in discussions. In addition, avoid activities that will distract you. This includes the following:
0. Cell Phones: Please turn them off or set them to vibrate.
0. Web surfing: Please pay attention to the instructor and students who are talking. Do not check your Facebook page. We are in a computer lab, so I know this will be a temptation. Please avoid it. 
0. In-class exercises:  Even though these are not graded, I expect students to participate. I can and will display what you have written or edited at any time on the screen. You will not receive credit if you do not participate.
1. Camera checkout: Panasonic Lumix cameras, that shoot 12 megapixel still photos and high definition video, will be available with Sharon Case, the administrative assistant in the director’s office. If the entire class will be using the cameras, the instructor will bring the cameras to class. If you would like to check one out on your own, you must contact Ms. Case at least 48 hours before you would like the camera. Her contact information is as follows:
Office: 105 Scripps
Phone: (740) 593-2539
E-mail: cases1@ohio.edu
Students can check out cameras for a 48-hour period. If they are not returned within that time frame, the student’s instructor will be notified, and the instructor reserves the right to decide how this will affect the student’s grade. In addition, if a camera is ever lost stolen or broken, the student should contact Sharon and his or her instructor immediately.
Each camera a student checks out includes the following:
A Lumix Camera with an identification number
A Battery
A Battery charger
A fabric case
Cables or SD cards are NOT provided. A card reader for editing is also NOT provided.
3. Blackboard: This class will extensively use Blackboard. The instructor will make periodic announcements online. He will post additional readings on the site. In addition, all syllabus and schedule materials on the site are the official documents for the course and will be on file with the Journalism School Director’s Office. If you do not have access to Blackboard, please contact the Ohio Instruction Technology Office to get signed up. The instructor will provide some instruction on how to use the site in class, but students are responsible for submitting their own work online.
4. Deadlines: This course is modeled on what working for a real world news organization would be like. Therefore, deadlines are extremely important. Late work will NOT be accepted, unless there is a special circumstance similar to what is described in the attendance policy. Deadlines for assignments are as follows:
a. In-class writing: Uploaded to Blackboard before the end of the class period
b. News Reports: Uploaded to the class site before the START of class on the Thursday they are due
c. Memos: Before midnight on the day they are due
5. Style / Grammar: All written work in this class should follow the AP Style guide and accepted rules of grammar and punctuation. All style and grammar errors will receive a 2-point deduction from the final grade. If you don’t know the style for a particular phrase, look it up.
6. Video Uploads: For their video project students will use the class YouTube account. The username is OUJ231 and the password is newswriting.
7. Source Identification: In addition, all names of people or places must be correctly spelled. Any error of this nature will receive an automatic 5-point deduction. In addition, for all outside of class exercises (the three-minute interview, the personal project, and the group project) students provide an e-mail address link for EACH source they used. The instructor will randomly contact some of these sources to ensure students are being honest.
8. Your Identification: When talking with sources, students should identify themselves as students of this class ONLY. Do NOT identify yourselves as reporters for the Post, News, or Messenger.
9. Academic Dishonesty: Failure to properly identify yourself, making up sources, or downloading and copying any portion of a class assignment from the Internet will be considered academic dishonesty. The Ohio University Student Code of Conduct prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty. If an instructor finds any form of cheating occurring, he will notify the Director of University Judiciaries for further action. In addition, the assignment in question will receive NO points.
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