Journalism 492/792: High School Journalism Advising
Ohio University

Summer 2011
Instructor:  
Hans K. Meyer, 

Phone (740) 597-3084

Skype ID: Hansron 

Email: meyerh@ohio.edu

Office Hours: It’s hard to have office hours for an online class, but I will make sure that I am online between the hours of 3-5 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday.

Goals of the Course 
This three-credit-hour, five-week course is designed for current and future journalism advisors to understand how to teach journalistic skills to high school students.  The class allows students to practice journalistic skills themselves, while also examining the best ways to teach them. The class also explores methods of managing publications and staffs. The overall focus of the class is to help educators give their students a better journalistic foundation, including a stronger focus on truth, information sharing, and media literacy. It is also designed as a companion to the E.W. Scripps School of Journalism High School Journalism summer workshop.

Learning Objectives:

· Re-examine and practice basic journalistic writing structures, such as the inverted pyramid, with an eye toward teaching more effectively.

· Understand common interviewing practices and mistakes that students make and create strategies for overcoming them.

· Study the impact the Internet has on journalism and how student journalists can adapt to the online world.

· Create strategies for moving publications toward online publishing models.

· Understand how multimedia can enhance journalism by adding context and continuity

· Learn new multimedia journalistic skills, such as video and audio editing, simple online interactivity through polls, widgets, and social media.

Required Texts 
Telling the Story, 4th edition. Brooks, Kennedy, Moen and Ranly 
Lectures 
Even though this is an online course, I try to make it as close to an in-person course as possible. Each week I will post a PowerPoint presentation online that covers what I think is important in the text and in relation to that week's material. It should take you about 30 minutes to get through each PowerPoint. In addition, I plan to post a video of no more than five minutes on Blackboard as well where I cover the highlights. Please take the time to go through them at the start of the week. If you have difficulty downloading, viewing or hearing the lecture, please contact me as soon as possible. You can access the lectures from the “Lectures and Videos” tab on the home page

 
Major Activities of the Course 
1. Blog: Every student in this class will blog on the class Blackboard site each week. The blogs are linked on the main menu. I will assign a specific topic each week that will ask students to reflect on and apply the material discussed. For example, in Week 1, students will be asked to come up for a definition of news to help guide their publication. 
I don’t expect a ton of writing. In fact, the best blog posts are short and to the point. Each post will receive up to 25 points for the writing. In addition, the best blog posts harness the power of the Internet. I will be giving up to an additional 15 points based on the number of links, embedded videos, photos and other interactive features the posts have. Five elements are required. Each will receive three points.

2. Term Project: The final project brings all that we have learned together and requires students to create a multi-media news report. In fact, this term, I’m asking students to make it their focus from day one. That’s why I’m keeping the weekly blogging short and simple.
The final project will be an in-depth feature article that will be presented on Blackboard.
Each term project will include each of the following:

i. A main story of at least 750 words, written as a news feature
1. Links: The main story must have at least five hyperlinks in the body. The links should be connected to keywords. Do not include the entire URL.
2. Sources: The story must include at least five sources. Each source should have contact information linked to their name. This links do not count toward the five required links listed above.

ii. A sidebar written as an inverted pyramid that goes along with the theme of the main story. This should not exceed 200 words. Often students have used an event as the sidebar. This lends itself well to the inverted pyramid format. Other options include a brief profile of one of the sources or organizations featured in the main story. This story needs to add context to the main story. It cannot be redundant.
iii. At two multi-media elements: Multimedia elements include can include all of the following:
1. A 30-second video: Students will have to create a short video either introducing the feature package or showing one of the events described in the story. This video must have an introductory narration that explains how the clip relates to the overall story. The video should be uploaded to YouTube, Flickr, Photobucket or another hosting site and then embedded on the final project blog.

2. A photo slideshow of at least 10 photos. The photos can include people or places featured in the story or events occurring that relate to the story. The students will either upload the photos to their blog or to a third-party site, such as Flickr or Photobucket, which have easy ways to create and embed slideshows. At least seven of the photos must be original photos the student shot. All people prominently displayed must be indentified in captions.

3. Two information graphics created in InDesign or Excel that illustrate the concepts of the main story. 

4. Interactive features, such as a Twitter feed on a related topic, a poll, or an RSS feed. If students can find or write the code, these can be embedded on the blog.
3. Project proposal: To ensure students get started on this project quickly, they will be asked to submit a one-page memo to the instructor about the project they’d like to pursue. This will be due the second week of class. The professor will evaluate each proposal and provide positive feedback to help students succeed. More information on the format of the proposal is available in the assignments section of the course Web site.
4. Discussion board: The most valuable lessons I have gained in my educational experience did not always come from the assignments I completed or the texts I read. They came from the interactions I had with instructors and fellow students. I will try to provide this experience through the course’s online discussion board. Students will be required to post one original comment each week before Wednesday at midnight that relates to that week's discussion. The first week, two original comments are required. The first, worth 10 points, is a way to introduce yourself. The second is the regular post.
The instructor will start the discussion with a question each Monday morning by 9 a.m. However, I’m open to students coming up with their own topics. Feel free to ask discuss concepts from the readings, the Powerpoint lecture or the examples they are looking at for their assignments. 
The idea behind these first posts is to get students talking, so the best posts will ask questions. To foster discussion, students will also be required to post at least two comments on other students’ posts before Sunday of each week. As far as grades, students will receive full credit as long as their posts reflect serious thought and not just empty words submitted to fulfill the assignment.  
5. Peer Review: For the final project, we will conduct peer reviews where the instructor will share the student’s first draft with two other students and ask them to complete a short evaluation form. The form will serve as a springboard for discussion. The forms will not be graded, but each student who participates will receive 25 points.
6. Quizzes: We will take five quizzes this summer starting in week 1. Each quiz will be worth 10 points. They will cover the readings, and blog summary files from the week before, including AP style and grammar suggestions. Make sure you read the readings, summary files, and watch or listen to the lectures.

Criteria for Written Work  

I will use the following scale for graded writing assignments: 

	Percentage Assigned
	Description 

	90%-100%
	Outstanding work. Strong in every category, especially newsworthiness. 

	80%-89%
	Good work. Many strong points. 

	70%-79%
	Acceptable work. Newsworthy. Some strong points. 

	60%-69%
	Disappointing work. Weak news value. Weak performance in several categories.

	50%-59%
	Not publishable. Weak news value. Poor performance in several categories. 

	40%-49%
	Met deadline. Not publishable. Not newsworthy. Weak performance in many categories. 

	0
	Did not meet deadline.


Grade Weights
	Assignment / Activity
	Individual Points
	Total Points

	Quizzes 
(5 quizzes worth 10 points each)
	
	50

	Blogging
	
	375

	
	Entry (x5)
	50
	

	
	Interactivity (at least five online elements required. These include links, embedded videos or photos.)
	25
	

	Other Assignments
	
	50

	Final Project Proposal
	25
	

	Peer Review
	25
	

	
	
	

	Final Project
	
	300

	Rough Draft (of main story)
	50 
	

	Main Story
	150
	

	Sidebar
	25
	

	
	Multi-Media Elements: (2 required. See assignment description.)
	50
	

	
	Hyperlinks (5 points for each link)
	25
	

	Discussion board participation 

	
	

	Original Posts (1 each week)
	30 each / week 
	150

	Comments (2 each week)
	10 each / week 
	100

	Total
	
	975 points


Policies
The following policies apply to all aspects of this class:

Deadlines: The news business thrives on deadlines and severely punishes those who don’t meet them. This class will be no different. Assignments not turned in by the deadline will receive a 10percent deduction for every hour they are late. Assignments will not be accepted that are more than one day late. Students with conflicts need to talk with the instructor well before the deadline.
Attribution: The only thing the news business really has to sell is its credibility. From the beginning this course will stress the ethical use of sources. On every writing assignment, students must submit at least the name, title and phone number of any source whose information they used in their stories. Students must also submit the names and locations of documents they used. Periodically, the instructor will perform a fact checking exercise to discuss quotes with sources. The instructor and the university also expect students to accurately cite information they use. A general rule for this class is when in doubt, quote the source.
Identification: When conducting interviews, students cannot identify themselves as reporters. They should tell sources they are journalism students at the University of Missouri only. If sources ask if the story will be published, students should tell them that the story is for a class first. I fit is published later, the student will contact the source and ask for permission to publish their comments. If the instructor finds that a student has improperly identified himself, that students will receive a zero on that particular assignment.
Style, usage, grammar, punctuation, spelling penalty: It is vital that print journalists, broadcasters, advertisers and public relations professionals learn to carefully follow grammar and style rules and carefully fact check their information. There will be an automatic two-point deduction for any misspelled name or incorrect title. Spelling and grammatical errors will carry an automatic one-point deduction. 
The Web site: This class will make extensive use of computers and technology. It is an online course after all. All of our assignments and quizzes will be administered through Blackboard blackboard.ohio.edu Web site. To log in, students must know their Oak ID and password. Students are responsible for understanding and using the technology. If they have any questions or concerns, they need to talk to the instructor as soon as possible. A misunderstanding of the computers will not be an excuse for missing a deadline.
Rough draft: For the final project, students will have the opportunity to submit a rough draft. Both the instructor and students will evaluate the rough drafts. These drafts will not be graded. Only the final project will. Those who turn in a rough draft will receive 50 points. I encourage students to turn in as complete a rough draft as possible, however, because it gives me and their peers more on which to comment and help them improve. In my experience, those who turn in nearly completed stories for their rough drafts inevitably receive better grades. However, correcting only the errors noted in the rough draft does not assure a student of a particular grade.
Rewrites: Even though a rough draft is only required on the final big story, students will be allowed to rewrite submitted assignments to improve their grade. The instructor will accept rewrites on every paper and will award them up to the maximum points available minus any points for being late.

Be Honest 
Academic misconduct includes some of the following: extensive use of materials from another author without citation/attribution, extensive use of verbatim materials from another author with citation/attribution, extensive use of materials from past assignments, extensive use of materials from assignments in other, current classes. For in-class exams, academic misconduct includes conferring with classmates, copying/reading someone else's test and using notes and materials without prior permission.

 

Classroom misconduct includes forgery, obstruction or disruption of teaching, physical abuse or safety threats, theft, property damage, disruptive, lewd or obscene conduct, abuse of computer time, repeated failure to attend class when attendance is required and repeated failure to participate or respond in class when class participation is required.

  

It is possible that some of these guidelines may be waived under special circumstances, so, if you wish to avoid problems, please ask in advance.

 

Regarding honesty, the faculty of the school has adopted the following policy: "The School of Journalism is committed to the highest standards of academic and professional ethics and expects its students to adhere to those standards. Students are expected to observe strict honesty in academic programs and as representatives of school-related media. Should any student be guilty of plagiarism, falsification, misrepresentation or other forms of dishonesty in any assigned works, he or she may be subject to a failing grade from the course teacher and such disciplinary action as may be recommended pursuant to University regulations."

 

Classroom Conduct

 

Classroom misconduct includes forgery, obstruction or disruption of teaching, physical abuse or safety threats, theft, property damage, disruptive, lewd or obscene conduct, abuse of computer time, repeated failure to attend class when attendance is required and repeated failure to participate or respond in class when class participation is required. 

Class Netiquette
Your instructor and fellow students wish to foster a safe on-line learning environment. All opinions and experiences, no matter how different or controversial they may be perceived, must be respected in the tolerant spirit of academic discourse. You are encouraged to comment, question, or critique an idea but you are not to attack an individual. 
Our differences, some of which are outlined in the University's nondiscrimination statement, will add richness to this learning experience. Please consider that sarcasm and humor can be misconstrued in online interactions and generate unintended disruptions. Working as a community of learners, we can build a polite and respectful course ambience.
